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Due to severity 
of  wreckage, 

exact car 
locations and 

border initially 
unknown





Acid pooled 
throughout 
large 
segments of  
tunnel, and 
filling sump







Paper 
strewn 
about 
wreckage –
sitting in 
acid in 
areas



Auto Rack Car adjacent to 
paper and acid wreckage









Track vehicles 
with mounted 
totes and pumps 
were initially 
used to remove 
pooled acid 
from thought 
out tunnel and 
sump. 
Eventually 
pumped direct 
to vac truck.



• View of  sump 
while liquid is 
being pumped out

• Approx 90,000 gal 
very low pH  
pumped out to 
date.











• Many cars broke 
apart during removal 
and spilled all 
contents into tunnel

• CN eventually 
removed all rails and 
ties to speed process



• Several staging areas were 
established to stage debris and 
acidic liquid

• Secondary containment was 
installed at all areas

• CN worked to expedite disposal 

• Disposal of  liquid was 
challenging due to very low pH
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