
Chicago Sanitary and 

Ship Canal Asphalt Spill

Forest View, Illinois

Cook County



Initial Incident



Facility to Canal

Å February 4, 2025, 1030 CDT , A 

reported 6,000 bbl of asphalt material 

was discharged at Petroleum Fuel & 

Terminal with approximately 1,000 bbl 

reaching the CSSC, in Forest View, 
Cook County, Illinois.

Å Incident took place over the weekend 

but canal impacts werenôt discovered 
until two days later.

Å Discharge originated from an AST pipe 

Å Conduit to the canal: Village of Forest 
View stormwater conveyance line and 

associated manhole within secondary 

containment.



Facility to Canal

Å Asphalt is an oil, CWA/OPA90

Å CSSC is a navigable waterway in the 

inland zone (per boundaries 
jurisdictional boundary in RCP)

Å PF&T facility is a complex FRP facility, 

spill occurred in the EPA regulated 

portion.

Å During transfers, the asphalt is heated 

to ~300 degrees F so it flows with the 

same consistency as water.

Å Roofing asphalt specific gravity is 1-1.1 

@ 39 degrees F, lowers as temperature 

increases (starts to float).

Å H2S is air concern







Winter Response in Canal



Subsurface Floating



Winter Response Operations

Waste Collected:  233 tons from facility (1,260 bbls)

   294 tons from canal (1,591 bbls)

*Material is ~8.8 lbs/gallon (227 gallons/ton ï 5.4 barrels/ton) 



Soundings



AOC Signed May 1, 2025

ÅAgreement between 

EPA & facility to:
ïCharacterize and cleanout 

storm sewer

ïFix regulatory compliance 

issues with facilityôs Spill 

Prevention Control and 

Countermeasures (SPCC) 

Plan

ïContinued response to spill



On May 9, 2025é.







And then on May 12, 2025é.



Report from Downstream Intake

ÅEPA R5 gets a direct call from a 

downstream intake and subsequent 

NRC Report

ÅNRC Report of unknown sheen 

from an unknown source but upon 

discussion on the phone, facility 

reports asphalt impacts in their 

intake

ÅPDO coordinates with USCG MSU 

Chicago who goes out to do 

preliminary investigation



Initial May Investigation

ÅUSCG determines that itôs 

asphalt in the canal/intake 

and tracks it back to PF&T

ïEPA sends 2 OSCs out

ÅPF&T deploys OSRO

ÅBegan downstream 

notifications of trustees, 

intakes, locals, etc.

ÅTemperature had risen 

significantly in previous days 

and continued to be hot thru 

the week



Initial Observations



Product Behavior



Surfacing Asphalt



Response Coordination

Å .Unified Command ï May 15 ï August 22
ï US EPA

ï IL EPA

ï Apex/PF&T

Å Assisting/Coordinating Agencies
ï Village of Forest View

ï Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of 
Chicago (MWRD)

ï USCG (MSU Chicago & AST)

ï USACE

ï IL DNR

ï USFWS

ï USDA - APHIS

ï USGS

ï IL SHPO

ï Other Facilities & Municipalities along the canal ï 
water intakes (industrial)



Operational Footprint

Asphalt observed 30+ miles downstream

Divided into 9 divisions/2 branches



Operations



Operations





Containment Boom



Terminal Operations

Å USCG stopped barge transfer 

operations at the terminal after 
the re-emergence of asphalt

Å Large IDOT infrastructure 

projects in need of spec asphalt 

from PF&T

Å Coordinated with MSU Chicago 

to allow for overnight transfers.

ï Requirements included:

Å No impact to cleanup operations

Å Development of an overnight 
transfer ICS 204 with response 

procedures for collection of 
asphalt during transfers

Å Advance clearance process



Clamshell Operation



Clamshell Operation



Clamshell Operations


