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� Vehicular Accident
◦ Two vehicles involved

� Construction in area rerouted traffic patterns
� Passenger vehicle pulled in front of truck at approximately 10:50pm on 
6/11/13

� Injuries to the driver of the truck.
� Truck hauling approximately 2,500 gallons of spent fryer oil lost its 
contents into the roadway
Storm sewer adjacent to the incident location which leads to the � Storm sewer adjacent to the incident location which leads to the 
Crooked River

� Roadway cleaned – river initially ignored by RP
� Boom deployed by contractor to the Alanson Fire Department 
� Local authorities shut river traffic in the area

� Report to the National Response Center
◦ USCG reported the incident at 1:38am on June 12 based on 
reports from local authorities













� Yellow grease – used frying oils from deep fryers 
(fast food industry)
◦ Glyceryl Esters of Fatty Acids
� Health Hazard 0
� Reactivity 0
◦ Boiling Point 208 degrees Fahrenheit
◦ Specific gravity 0.898◦ Specific gravity 0.898
◦ Flash point (Closed cup) 475 degrees
◦ Solubility in water - negligible

� Feed ingredient sold to turkey growers, egg 
producers, hog growers, and to Biodiesel 
industry.

� Meets the definition of an oil in the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act, as amended, by the Oil 
Pollution Act



� Total value of products by rendering industry 
in 2012 was approximately $10 billion.

� Average annual price of yellow grease for 
2012 per metric ton was $788.

� Biodiesel production in United States in 2012 � Biodiesel production in United States in 2012 
was 2,240,000 metric tons.



� At approximately 16:00 June 12 USCG, MDEQ, 
EMA, City of Alanson, and representatives of 
the Trucking Company were present.  

� Active collection of oil had not been initiated 
at that timeat that time

� USCG issued Notice of Federal Interest

� EPA NOFI Issued / signed

� Responsible Party mobilized vac trucks, frac 
tank, boom, response equipment and 
personnel to the site by 17:00









� Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council
◦ On Site June 12 and June 14 collecting Temperature, 
Dissolved Oxygen, Conductivity, and pH readings.Dissolved Oxygen, Conductivity, and pH readings.

◦ Throughout water column and downriver.

◦ Dissolved oxygen remained above 8 milligrams per 
liter.  

◦ Responded to media concerns and provided real time 
data for decision making



�� Combo Unit Combo Unit Combo Unit Combo Unit Combo Unit Combo Unit Combo Unit Combo Unit 
� High Pressure Nozzle / Vacuum Collection













� Shut down on the evening of the incident

� At the request of OSC, first opened on June 14 to 
increase water flow to move oil to collection 
point (after containment boom established)

� Efficacy?







� Decision
• Clean-up Operations were being conducted
• Health and Safety Concerns (Workers, Public)
• Contact with water
• Father’s Day Weekend
• Sherriff’s Marine Unit supported the decision and agreed to 
enforce a strict No Wake Zone for response personnel
Policy announced to public• Policy announced to public



� Primary Response Effort was conducted June 
12 – June 16

� Contractors for Responsible Party 
Remobilized on June 19, 20, and 25 to collect 
pockets of degraded oilpockets of degraded oil

� Oversight by EPA, EPA Contract Staff and local 
authorities who remained in contact with 
citizens





� 44,350 Gallons of Water NonRCRA / Non 
DOT Regulated Waste Kitchen Grease 

� 45 Drums (55-gallon) Kitchen Grease 
Absorbents / PPE 





� Cost recovery

� Enforcement

� Sub-Area Contingency Planning –
mechanisms to protect the storm sewer?

� Community:



� United States Coast Guard

� Alanson Fire Department

� Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

� Michigan Department of Natural Resources

� Charlevoix Cheboygan Emmet – Office of � Charlevoix Cheboygan Emmet – Office of 
Environmental Management

� Emmett County Sherriff’s Office

� Emmet County Sherriff Marine Division

� Michigan State Police

� Emmet County Road Commission




