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KEY FINDINGS OF HISTORIC INFORMATION

1. Well was drilled in 1929 to a depth 
of 2,039 feet into the Dundee 
Limestone Formation.

2. Well was abandoned in 1931.
3. Hundreds of feet of upper casing 

was pulled from the borehole 
during abandonment.

4. The borehole was filled with 
drilling mud, and iron balls were 
placed at 290 feet and 1,106 feet.

5. In or around the 1950’s, Fenner’s
Ditch was excavated and widened 
to support recreational boating, 
removing any surface impression 
of the former well.
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Feasibility Study Grant
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• August 2015: MDEQ receives a grant from 
EPA-Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) 
to perform a Focused Feasibility Study
– Evaluate options/costs for identifying and/or 

locating the source of the oil seep
– Evaluate options/costs for capturing, containing, 

or otherwise mitigating the venting oil.
– $41,400 awarded



Feasibility Study Results
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• Remedial Investigation
– High resolution direct sensing to establish limits of 

free-phase product
– Supplemental soil and groundwater sampling to 

provide definitive analytical data to support risk 
decisions

• Mitigation Approach
– Several remedial options identified
– Selection can not be made until the remedial 

investigation is conducted



Need Additional Funding
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• DEQ needed a funding source to conduct the 
remedial investigation and 
determine/implement the mitigation strategy

• August 2016: EPA provided DEQ with a 
Pollution Removal Funding Authorization 
(PRFA) with a cap of $697,000
– Source of funding was the Oil Spill Liability Trust 

Fund, administered by US Coast Guard
• March 2018: additional $250,000 was 

approved, bringing DEQ cap to $947,000



2010 Investigation – Area of Impact
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Conceptual Site Model
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GeoProbe® Optical Image Profiler Deployment
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Field Investigation Photos
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Representative OIP Log
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Basal silty clay
Two horizons of 
apparent oil 
saturation
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Remedy Selection
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Community Outreach
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Timeline
• Joint Permit Application has been submitted to 

DEQ/US Army Corp of Engineers for work in the 
waterway

• Bids have been received and DEQ is in the 
process of issuing the award

• Contractor is anticipating 3-6 week construction 
phase

• Ideal schedule is to conduct work in May/June, 
2018 with goal of completion by July 1st.
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Questions?
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