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Overview: National 
Strike Force

• Special Team established in NCP

• Equipped to support Federal 
On-Scene Coordinators & 
Incident Commanders during 
Oil, HAZMAT, CBRN, & WMD 
incidents, & disaster response 
with technical & ICS support, & 
crisis communications.

• Capable of responding to two 
Type I incidents simultaneously



Overview: National Strike Force AOR
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Overview: National Strike Force 
Atlantic Strike Team

AOR:
• CG District 1, 5, 7, 8, 9

• EPA Region 1, 2, 3, 5, 7

• Puerto Rico & US Virgin Islands

• Internationally Africa, Mid East, 

Europe, E. Canada  

Personnel:
 87 Active, Reserve, Civilian, & 

Aux Members
 Boatswain's Mates

 Machinery Technicians

 Marine Science 
Technicians

 Damage Controlman

 Electrician's Mate

 Electronics Technician

 Yeomen

 Storekeepers

 Health Services Technician

Puerto Rico



Overview: 
National Strike Force

Qualifications

All members Hazardous 
Materials Technicians



Requesting Strike Team: NCP

Open fund

01
Contact serving Strike 
Team directly

• Determine operational needs 
– on-scene & remote support

• Advanced Team deployment

02
Strike Team support

• Strike Team will coordinate 
additional staffing/equipment 
support requirements & 
logistics w/FOSC(R)

03



Requesting Strike Team: Planned

Submit RFF 
requesting specific 
capability from NSF

• Strike Team can assist w/ 
developing requirements

01
District/LANT will vet 
request & assign to 
NSF resource(s)

02
Strike Team OPS will 
coordinate 
w/requestor for 
staffing, logistics, & 
funding

03



Capabilities: 
Safety & 
Monitoring

• Site Assessment

• Site Safety Plan Development, 
Assistance, Implementation, and 
Contractor oversight

• Air Monitoring

• SCAT

• SMART Protocol



Capabilities:
HAZMAT Response

• Hazardous Materials Response 
Trailer (HMRT)

• Supports 12-person 
HAZMAT Team for 48 hours 
without resupply

• PPE (levels A/B/C)

• Monitoring 
and identification 
equipment

• Decontamination

• Outfitted with an SCBA
re-filling station



Capabilities: 
Response Support

• Command & Control (C2) 
Trailer

• 38-ft deployable command 
post

• Real-time SCBA / equipment 
monitoring

• Wx monitoring

• Telescoping camera system



Capabilities: Salvage 
& Lightering

• Vessel Damage Assessment 
in Consultation with USCG 
SERT

• Contractor monitoring 
and oversight

• Plugging/Patching & 
Lightering expertise



Capabilities:
CBRN Response

• Chemical/Biological/WMD
• Level A, B, C capable
• Hazard monitoring, 

Identification, 
characterization and 
disposal

• Air monitoring
• Confined Space Entry

& Rescue
• Sampling 

(Analysis/Evidence)

• Radiation
• Radiation Worker 5rem/yr
• CG Level I/II > 25,000 µrem

• Isotope Identification
• Reachback support



Capabilities:
Pumping

• Submersible and non-
submersible pumping 
equipment

• Chemical

• Oil

• Viscous Oil and Sludges

• Corrosives

• water

• Large Pump Load includes:

• CCN 150 which pumps 
3,000 Gallons Per 
Minute



Capabilities:
Decontamination

• Technical Decontamination

• First Responder & VIP 
decontamination

• Advise/oversee vessel & 
equipment decontamination



Air Monitoring 
Equipment

• Oxygen, VOCs, CO, Hydrogen 
Sulfide, and LEL

• Area and Personal monitoring

• Remote monitoring

• 8 AreaRAE Pro 2s
(Gamma & Weather)

• 9 MultiRAE Pros

• 2 UltraRAE Benzene Specific 
monitors

• SMART Protocol



Capabilities:
Catastrophic Incident 
Search & Rescue 
(CISAR)

• FEMA Type III CISAR 
Swiftwater/Flood Rescue 
Team equivalent

• 3 Type I Teams with other 
Strike Teams and/or MSSTs

• Four Inflatable Flood 
Response Skiffs

• Rope Rescue

• Animal Rescue



iRobots for Remote 
Monitoring 

• 2 large iRobots

• 4 small “Throw-in” iRobots

• Site characterization; 
mount air monitoring 
equipment for remote 
sensing/site assessment.

• Range 500 yards dependent 
on terrain/building 
construction. Bluetooth 
hopping with small robots.



Unmanned Aerial 
Systems

• Live imagery & video for 
site assessments, 
geographic response 
strategy mapping/
validation, and oil spill 
& port assessments.

• 32x zoom camera

• Calibrated FLIR 
thermal/infra-red 
cameras

• 6 km range

• 30-minute flight time

Skydio X2E

Parrot ANAFI​



Remote Operated Vehicle
• High Resolution forward-facing SONAR

• High-Definition video & Doppler velocity log

• Side scan SONAR module 



Personal 
Protective 
Equipment

• TrellChem VP Flash Level A Suits

• Zytron 300 B/C Suits
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National Strike Force
NSF 036-24 Republican National Convention

11 - 20 July 2024

Outcomes

• Provided real-time reports to AHC and CG Command Post of any 

on-water threats via the VIPER system connected to AreaRAEs.

• Customized process for MSRT/MSST to decontaminate members, 

weapons, sensor equipment, and provide dignitary support.

• Joint operations with federal, state, and local agency SMEs for 

CWMD, HAZMAT, Biological, Radiation, and Law Enforcement.

• Improved awareness and training with Sector Lake Michigan 

personnel on capabilities and equipment.

• NSF/MSRT/MSST are developing baseline support packages for 

NSSEs, with a framework of team composition, capabilities, and 

alignment with mission execution.

Overview

• Provide air monitoring, technical decon support, and representatives 

at the All Hazards Center (AHC).

• AST coordinated with:

• MSRT-East  MSST New York

• USSS  Civil Support Team

• FBI                 Milwaukee Fire

• Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

• AST provided standby decon support for MSRT/MSST in the event 

of an emergency to CG on-water responders, reporting any threats to 

the AHC for Rapid Deployment Team response.

• Initial daytime-only ops transitioned to 24/7 ops due to heightened 

security after the assassination attempt on former President Trump.

(Below) Hazardous 

Materials Response 

Trailer staged at 

Sector Lake Michigan 

for decon support.

(Above) Pre-event joint decon procedures 

training with MSST on-water 

responders.

(Above) AST Response Supervisor, MST1 

Giugliano briefs Sector Commander 

CAPT Parker about decon procedures.

(Below) On-water 

air monitoring from 

26’ TANB on 

Milwaukee River.



National Strike Force
NSF 041-24 Democratic National Convention 2024

15 – 25 August

Outcomes

• Provided real-time reports to AHC and CG Command Post of any 

threats via the Honeywell Safety Suite system connected to 

AreaRAEs.

• Customized process for MSRT/MSST to decontaminate members, 

weapons, sensor equipment, and provide dignitary support.

• Joint operations with federal, state, and local agency SMEs for 

CWMD, HAZMAT, Biological, Radiation, and Law Enforcement.

• Improved awareness and training with Sector Lake Michigan 

personnel on capabilities and equipment.

• NSF/MSRT/MSST are developing NSSE baseline support packages 

with a framework of team composition, capabilities, and alignment 

with mission execution to inform planning for future operations.

Overview 

• Provide air monitoring, technical decon support, and representatives 

at the All Hazards Center (AHC).

• AST coordinated with:

• MSRT-East             

• MSST Cape Cod

• USSS

• FBI             

• IL Army National Guard Civil Support Team

• Dept of Energy-Radiological Assistance Program (DOE-RAP)

• Chicago Fire Department

• Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

• AST provided standby decon support for MSRT/MSST in the event 

of an emergency to CG on-water responders, reporting any threats to 

the AHC for Rapid Deployment Team response.

(Below) Technical Decontamination 

staged at CG Station Wilmette.

(Above) On-water monitoring capabilities 

demonstration to DOE-RAP Partners.

(Above) BM1 Marsh prepares 

AreaRAEs for remote monitoring 

onboard MSST assets.

(Below) On-water 

air monitoring from 

26’ TAN-B on 

Chicago River.



National Strike Force

NSF 012-23 East Palestine Train Derailment

19 February 2023

Overview:

• On February 17, 2023, EPA Region 5 OSC requested the NSF deploy a five-member 

team consisting of one ASOFR and four air monitoring team members following a train 

derailment in East Palestine, OH. The train derailed on February 3, 2023, resulting in a 

large fire affecting numerous rail cars, including hazmat rail cars. The status of each rail 

car (e.g., breached, burning, etc.) was initially unknown due to safety concerns associated 

with the fire as well as the position of the derailed cars.  This affected the ability for 

responders to identify which rail cars were actively breached and/or burning. Initially a 

shelter-in-place order was recommended, and firefighting efforts were stood down due to 

safety concerns; however, an evacuation order was enacted by the City of East Palestine 

on February 4, 2023.  The fire continued to burn throughout the following days.

Event Plan: 

• On February 19, 2023, the Atlantic Strike Team (AST) deployed 05 members to conduct 

contractor oversight and air monitoring. This is a CG NSF case in support of EPA Region 5. 

•Strike Team members are operating in Level D personal protective equipment (coveralls, 

work boots, hard hat) with the potential to upgrade to Level C (respirator, splash-resistant 

coveralls, rubber boots) based on conditions monitored or in an emergent situation. 

•AST members are assisting the EPA with 24-hour air monitoring.

•AST Response Officer and EPA OSC will determine personnel needs for NSF support as 

well as long and short-term goals.

(Above) Controlled burn of vinyl chloride.

(Right) Overview of East Palestine, 

Ohio, adjacent to Pennsylvania. 

(Left) Overhead view of derailed 

train cars and subsequent fire.

(Below) This case is in support of 

EPA Region 5 On Scene 

Coordinator under the National 

Contingency Plan. 



UNCLAS/FOUO 

National Strike Force
NSF 003-24 Reading Drum

Update as of 05 November

Current Operations

• Four Atlantic Strike Team personnel assist with characterizing 

hazardous material. Updated estimates 150 drums of product.

• Joint team of hazardous material responders make entries into the 

work area to assess and clean debris making it safe to access drums 

and totes of chemicals.

• Berks County HazMat is demobilizing; Atlantic Strike Team will 

provide technical decontamination of personnel.

• After debris is removed, chemical drums and totes will be 

inventoried, characterized, and segregated prior to disposal.

Overview

• On 2 November, the former Lincoln Chemical facility caught fire. It 

previously caught fire on Halloween night and in 2017.

• The City of Reading Fire Department and Pennsylvania Department 

of Environmental Protection reported several drums of unknown 

substances in the basement.

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency notified the National 

Response Center and requested assistance with hazard 

characterization from the Atlantic Strike Team.

(Below) Ground floor contains 

estimated 150 drums of various 

hazardous substances.

(Above) Firefighters dousing hot 

spots after fighting the blaze on 3 

November.

(Above) EPA equipment monitoring 

perimeter air quality.

(Below) Briefing the plan prior 

to the second day of entries.



Preparedness 
Support
• PREP Exercises, GIUEs, & Preparedness 

Assessment Visits (PAVs).

• Coaches, evaluators, or players

• Field Observers

• Safety Officers

• Planning and Preparedness

• Training for oil, HAZMAT,

• Area Committee, Area Maritime 
Security Committee, and Regional 
Response Team Meetings/Support

• Geographic Response 
Plan/Strategy development, 
updates, & validation.

• Plan review



National Strike Force Contact

National Strike Force Coordination Center

and Public Information Assist Team

PH: (252) 331-6000 FAX: (252) 331-6012

Commanding Officer

USCG National Strike Force Coordination Center

1461 North Road St. 

Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Atlantic Strike Team

PH: (609) 724-0008  FAX: (609) 724-0232

Commanding Officer

USCG Atlantic Strike Team

5614 Doughboy Loop

Fort Dix, NJ 08640-0068

Gulf Strike Team

PH: (251) 441-6601 FAX: (251) 441-6610

Commanding Officer

USCG Gulf Strike Team

8501 Tanner Williams Rd.

Mobile, AL 36608-9690 

Pacific Strike Team

PH: (415) 883-3311 FAX: (415) 883-7814

Commanding Officer

USCG Pacific Strike Team

Hangar 2, Hamilton Field

Novato, CA 94949-5082

CG Incident Management Assist Team

PH: (757) 448-5572 FAX: (757) 852-3496

Commanding Officer

USCG Incident Management Assist Team

5505 Robin Hood Road, Suite K

Norfolk, VA 23513-2423 
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