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Center of Expertise for Great Lakes Oil Spill 

Preparedness & Response (GL NCOE)

Frank E. LoBiondo 2018 Coast Guard Authorization Act  

• Directed establishment of GL NCOE

• Established GL NCOE functions & location criteria

• Provided initial funding 

• Homeland Security Operations and Analysis Center (HSOAC) 

currently conducting GL NCOE establishment plan study

• Anticipate completion of study in 2021

• General Dynamics Information Technology (GDIT) currently 

conducting Great Lakes/Freshwater Research & Development 

study

• Anticipate completion of study late 2021



SITING 

CONSTRAINTS

FUNCTIONS

Source:  Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2018

Sec. 807.  Center of Expertise for Great Lakes Oil Spill Research and Response



Center of Expertise for Great Lakes Oil Spill 

Preparedness & Response (GL NCOE)

GL NCOE-targeted functions & projects already in progress

• HSOAC NCOE establishment plan study

• GDIT Great Lakes/Freshwater Research & Development study

• Endangered Species Act Biological Evaluations for Response to 

Spills in Fresh Water

• Oil spill response equipment (CG-owned) for Great Lakes (boom, 

trailer, ROV, etc.)

• Updated Environmental Sensitivity Index data for N. Michigan & 

other Great Lakes locations

• Scoping for spill response training courses (available for 

interagency partners)

• Ongoing R & D and new R & D starts as identified by study







PFAS UPDATE

• Spring RRT 5 PFAS-specific 

meeting

• RRT 5 letter to National 

Response Team on 15 March 

regarding concern for PFAS



Endangered Species Act (ESA) BE



Questions?

Jerome A. Popiel

Incident Management & Preparedness Advisor

Ninth Coast Guard District (drm)

AJC Federal Building - Room 2083J

1240  E. 9th Street

Cleveland, OH  44199

+1-216-214-4325 mobile

+1-216-902-6112 desk

jerome.a.popiel@uscg.mil


