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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Co-Chair Jerry Popiel USCG D9
216-214-4325

jerome.a.Popiel@uscg.mil

Alternate
Co-Chair

Scott Binko USCG D9
216-902-6210

scott.a.binko1@uscg.mil

Coordinator Vacant USCG D9 Vacant
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Updates
• Arrival of new USCG D9 district commander, RADM Wayne Arguin; new Sector 

EGL; new Sector Lake Michigan; new NOAA SSC; vacant D9 RRT coordinator

• New USCG Marine Environmental Response and Preparedness manual 
promulgated

• Complete revision of MER Manual & consolidation of 7 policy documents

• Revised guidance on ACPs, ACs, GIUE

• USCG “Pollution Responder” now called “Environmental Response Investigator”

• New USCG R & D product:  Lithium Battery Fire Hazards in Maritime Environment

• Great Lakes Salvage & Marine Firefighting Task Force:  TF continues to gain 
members; bi-national-level SMFF TF continues to progress; 27-28 April exercise

• MSU Cleveland:  M/V CUYAHOGA case short synopsis



Name of Incident M/V CUYAHOGA Flooding
Location Ashtabula, OH
OSCs Responding Sector Eastern Great Lakes, USCG
Date 18MAR25
Type and Amount of Product 

Spilled

There is a potential to spill over 46,000 gallons of diesel and 450,000 

gallons of firefighting water contaminated with a fire fighting agent.

Cause of Spill Flooding It is believed that a pipe froze during the winter, breaking a valve, and 

as the weather and water warmed up, it allowed water to enter 

through the raw water cooling system.

Key Operational Activities Remove the water from the recent flooding and remove the 

firefighting water that was transferred to the ballast tanks last year to 

stabilize the vessel.

Agencies Involved USCG, Ohio EPA, and Ships Flag, Classification Society, and Company

Major Lessons Learned Last year's plan for transferring water into the ballast tanks aimed at stabilizing 

the vessel and facilitating safe access for the investigation team, insurance 

adjusters, and company personnel to assess the damage. The goal was to 

determine the extent of the damage and develop a plan for the vessel's future. 

However, that plan was never fully implemented, leaving the boat idle. The 

new plan, however, includes a definitive endgame for the vessel. Keep water 

tight doors closed.
5
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary Mark Durno US EPA
440-250-1743

Durno.mark@epa.gov 

Alternate Shelly Lam US EPA
317-417-0980

Lam.shelly@epa.gov 

RRT Coordinator Barbi Lee US EPA
312-886-5296

Lee.barbi@epa.gov 

Add Logo/s Here

mailto:Durno.mark@epa.gov
mailto:Durno.mark@epa.gov
mailto:Lee.barbi@epa.gov
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Personnel Changes
New Hires/Transfers

• Ethan Cooperstein, OSC Cincinnati, OH

• Samantha Henderson, OSC Indianapolis, IN

• Ashley De La Rosa, OSC Chicago, IL

• Shanna Horvatin, Industrial Hygienist Chicago, IL

• Paul Ruesch, transfer from OSC to RPM Willowbrook, IL

Promotions/Job Changes/Retirements

• Len Zintak, OSC retired

• Kevin Turner, OSC retired

• Michelle Kerr, East Palestine Project Coordinator (long term detail)

• Ralph Dollhopf, OSC retiring 4/30/25



Superfund & Emergency Management Division                                      03/15/25
 

Division Director/Immediate Office

Douglas Ballotti
  312-353-9773 (S-6J)

Thomas Short, Deputy Director
312-353-8826 
Org # UH000000

 Emergency Response 

Branch #1 (SE-5J)

Mark Durno

440-250-1743

Org # UHA00000  

Emergency Response

Section #1 (SE-5J)

Stephen Wolfe 

440-250-1718

Org # UHAA0000 

Emergency Response

Section #2 (SE-5J)

Jeffrey Kimble

734-214-4895

Org # UHAC0000   

Chemical Emergency 

Preparedness &

Prevention Section (SE-5J)

Michael Hans

312-353-5050

Org # UHAD0000 

Emergency Response 

Branch #2 (SE-5J) 

Shelly Lam  

312-886-0130

Org # UHB00000 

 
Emergency Response

 Section #3 (SE-5J)

Michael Ribordy

312-886-4592

Org # UHBA0000 

Emergency Response

Section #4 (SE-5J)

Jeffrey Lippert

312-886-6135

Org # UHBB0000 

Enforcement Support 

Section  (SE-5J)

James Entzminger

312-886-4062

Org # UHBD0000 

Remedial Response

Branch #1 (SR-6J)

Karen Kirchner

312-353-4669

Org # UHC00000 

Remedial Response

Section #1 (SR-6J)

Michael Beedle

312-353-7922

Org # UHCA0000 

Remedial Response

 Section#2 (SR-6J)

Vacant

312-000-0000

Org# UHCB0000   

 

Site Assessment and

Grants Section  (SRS-6J)

Nuria Muniz

312-886-4439

Org # UHCD0000 

Remedial Response 

Branch #2 (SR-6J)

Timothy Fischer

312-886-5787

Org# UHD00000 

Remedial Response

Section #4 (SR-6J)

Jeffrey Thomas

312-886-4061

Org#: UHDA0000 

 

Remedial Response

Section #5 (SR-6J)

Leslie Blake

312-353-7921

Org # UHDB0000   

Remedial Response

Section #6 (SR-6J)

Kevin McCartney

312-886-0234

Org # UHDC0000  

Remedial Response

Section #3 (SR-6J)

Elizabeth Nightingale

312-886-6294

Org # UHCC0000 

Field Services 

Section (SRF-5J)

Steven Padovani

312-353-6755

Org # UHEG0000

 Remedial Response 

Branch #3 (SR-6J)

Jennifer Elkins 

312-353-4627

Org# UHF000000 

 Remedial Response

Section #7 (SR-6J)

Robert Thompson

312-353-9078

Org# UHFA00000  

 Remedial Response

Section #8 (SR-6J)

David Franc

312-886-3543

Org# UHFB00000 

 Remedial Response

Section #9 (SR-6J)

Greg Gehrig

312-886-4434

Org# UHFC00000

Operations Management  

Branch (SO-5J)

Sarah Rolfes 

312-886-6551

Org # UHE00000 

FOIA & Records 

Management Section 

(SOF-6J)

Evette Jones 

312-886-7572

Org # UHED0000 

Contracts Management

Section (SOC-5J)

Carl Norman

312-886-5495

Org # UHEE0000 

Data and Budget

Management Section (SOD-6J)

Saray Cubacub

312-353-1518

 Org # UHEF0000 

Oil Program Section (SE-5J)

Matthew Mankowski

312-886-1842

Org # UHAB00000  
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Overview
• Key cleanup/emergencies updates

• Region 9 LA Wildfire Support

• Mercury Response

• FRPs (as of 4/1/2025)
• 29 FRPs reviewed, 8 approved, 21 disapproved 

• 47 five year reviews, 24 approved

• 2 OfCMs, 5 GUIEs, 4 FRP inspections. 

• SPCC: 10 inspections (as of 4/1/2025)



Laws/Regulations/Policies

• Nothing specific to report

• Areas of interest
• Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS)

• Lead contamination sites

• PFAS/PFOA – emerging issues
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NRC Call Stats (10/1/2024-4/2/2025)



OSC Responses by Material (10/1/2024-4/2/2025)



MAJOR INCIDENTS
• AuSable River Queen, Oscoda, Michigan – Josh Peters & Jennifer Lavin
https://response.epa.gov/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=16843 

• Chicago Magnesium Fire, Blue Island, Illinois – Jeff Wawczak
https://response.epa.gov/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=16852

• Blue Creek Oil Spill, Whitehouse, Ohio – Jon Gulch
https://response.epa.gov/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=16837 

• Sheffield Bronze Paint Site, Cleveland, Ohio – Sean Kane
https://response.epa.gov/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=16852

• Mercury Responses
Ethan Avenue Mercury Spill, Cincinnati, Ohio – JJ Justice
McDonough Street Mercury Spill, Dayton, Ohio – Jon Gulch
Marion Ohio Mercury Spill, Marion, Ohio – Corey Peaslee
Mequon Vehicle Mercury Spill, Mequon, Wisconsin – Andy Maguire 

https://response.epa.gov/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=16843
https://response.epa.gov/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=16852
https://response.epa.gov/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=16837
https://response.epa.gov/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=16852
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Outlook
Since last RRT meeting

• Funding
• Incremental increases continue through continuing resolution

• Staffing
• Hiring freeze remains in effect (internal and external)

• Navigating Change
• Key parts of program impacted by new priorities

• Succession planning / maintaining institutional knowledge
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary John Nelson DOI
215-266-5155

John_Nelson@ios.doi.gov

Alternate Aleshia Kenney FWS
309-737-9128

Aleshia_Kenney@fws.gov

Alternate Faith Fitzpatrick USGS
608-807-8497

fafitzpa@usgs.gov
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Overview
• Biological Evaluation (BE) – FWS, EPA, USCG meeting to discuss priority areas 

for planning based on the findings of the Biological Opinion – Poweshiek 
Skipperling is one example of a GRP being crafted from this work.

• Historic Property Specialist Training November 19-21 in Bloomington, MN

• Working with EPA, Great Lakes Commission, MI SHPO on trying to update the 
Inland Sensitivity Atlas with more historic property data

• Reaching out to Illinois SHPO in future for similar effort.

• Unanticipated Discovery Plan and Modeling Fact Sheets – Planning and S&T 
Subcommittees 

• Inland Oil Spill Preparedness Project – DOI is in the process of reviewing 
FY25 proposals



Quad Cities and Greater St. Louis Subarea 
Exercises 



Exercise Schedule

0830-0945 Module 1: Notification and Mobilization

0945-1100 Module 2: Resources at Risk, Protection Priorities, Immediate Response Needs

1100-1115 Break

1115-1215 Module 3: Staffing of ICS Positions

1215-1330 Lunch

1330-1415 Module 4: Oil Assessment and Cleanup Decision Making and Operations

1415-1500 Module 5: Natural Resources Damage Assessment and Restoration

1500-1515 Break

1515-1630 Wrap-Up and Hotwash
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Overview
• Inland Oil Spill Preparedness Program (IOSPP) 

•  Projects started in 2024
•  Surface velocity mapping of Tanana and Yukon Rivers, AK with UFWS fixed 

wing aircraft, uses MARV (moving aircraft river velocimetry)
• Streamstats TOT (time of travel) update with machine learning and gaging 

station velocity data (https://streamstats.usgs.gov/tot-beta/)

• Ongoing studies
• FluOil tool (NPS-St. Croix River) being tested and updated for the Rainy 

River through the Multi-Partner Research Initiative (OPI-OWN)
• Cell phone fluorescence app for rapid assessment of spilled oil
• Testing multi-volatile gas sensors and weather meters for inland oil spills
• Remote sensing of ice cover on the Great Lakes
• Carcass scavenging rate models

https://streamstats.usgs.gov/tot-beta/


FWS Agency Organization Chart

POC Phone E-Mail

FWS Regional Spill  
Coordinator

Aleshia Kenney 309-737-9128 (mobile) Aleshia_kenney@fws.gov

Illinois-Iowa ESFO Ed Karecki 847-366-2349 Edward_Karecki@fws.gov

Indiana ESFO Dan Sparks 812-902-1832 Daniel_sparks@fws.gov

Michigan ESFO Kaylyn Flanigan 517-351-8324 kaylyn_flanigan@fws.gov

Minnesota-Wisconsin 
ESFO

Trina Soyk (WI)
Betsy Galbraith (MN)
Robert Tawes (MN)

920-866-1737
920-794-9528
651-895-5433

Trina_soyk@fws.gov
Betsy_Galbraith@fws.gov
Robert_Tawes@fws.gov

Ohio ESFO Amber Bellamy 614-519-2701 Amber_Bellamy@fws.gov



Laws/Regulations/Policies

• DOI/OEPC is working on revising internal Pollution Removal 
Funding Authorizations guidance; process for setting up 
reimbursable agreements between DOI bureaus and OSC when 
DOI expertise is requested on a response. 

• Tribal Training – DOI is working to assemble a Tribal Outreach Plan.  
Identified need to provide Tribes with training and preparedness 
activities associated with oil spills. Identify Tribal training needs 
and barriers associated with attending trainings. 
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Since last RRT meeting

Accomplishments

Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

HPS Training Minneapolis, MN November 2024

Subarea Training and Exercise Wood River, IL April 2025
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Outlook
Since last RRT meeting

Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

Cut River TTX St. Ignace, MI 8/21/25 or 8/22/25
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary William Whitmore NOAA, OR&R
(617) 877-2806

ssc.greatlakes@noaa.gov

Alternate Adam Davis NOAA, OR&R
(206) 549-7759

Adam.Davis@noaa.gov

Emergency Hotline (206) 526-4911
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NOAA’s Office of Response and Restoration

• LCDR Chris Duffy has departed 

• William Whitmore, PhD is now serving as Great Lakes SSC
• Willie is based in Gloucester, MA – Grew up outside of Erie, PA. 

• Support from Adam Davis
• Adam is in Mobile, AL and works with USCG 8th District 

• No known permanent replacement for the Great Lakes 
Region



Accomplishments

Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

Assisting with Sector Detroit Full-Scale Exercise

Provided Trajectory information for Suncor spill in the St. Claire River

I will likely be working closely with USCG Great Lakes COE on current UAS projects. 

28

Since last RRT meeting
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Outlook
Since last RRT meeting

Federal, state, and local Planning and Coordination Efforts  

Description Location Dates 

NOAA is currently going through VERA/VSIP (opportunity ends this week)

RIF planning is underway, extent and/or timing is unknown

Mission critical travel only. Emergency travel needs review/approval. No travel when virtual meeting is available. 

Note: Scott Lundgren is departing

Please keep me in the loop and I will participate in meetings as I can! 
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Role RRT Member Agency Contact Info

Primary Travis Haas
USDA Forest 

Service
Phone: 414-297-3600

Email: travis.j.haas@usda.gov

Alternate
Phone
Email

Primary
Phone
Email

Alternate
Phone
Email

mailto:travis.j.haas@usda.gov


Agency Organization Chart

Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin

ESF #11 Regional Coordinator, FEMA 
Region 5:
Eugene “Gene” Deener

USDA APHIS

Phone: (224) 337-2930

Email: Eugene.Deener@usda.gov

ESF #4 Coordinator:
Gordon Sachs

USDA Forest Service

Phone: (202) 340-8339

Email: Gordon.Sachs@usda.gov

mailto:eugene.deener@usda.gov
mailto:Eugene.Deener@usda.gov
mailto:Eugene.Deener@usda.gov
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