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What is  ATSDR?

• In 1980, Congress created ATSDR to implement 
the health-related sections of laws that protect the 
public from hazardous wastes and environmental 
spills  of hazardous substances (CERCLA). 

• ATSDR assesses current and emerging 
environmental health threats and provides 
actionable recommendations to protect health at 
hazardous waste sites and in response to 
environmental public health emergencies.

Source: https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/about/index.html

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/about/index.html


Our core work: 
Public Health As s es s ments  (PHAs ) and 
Health Cons ultations  (HCs ): 

For every site that is  on or is  proposed for the 
National Priorities List, CERCLA requires that 
ATSDR evaluate:  

• W hether people might be exposed to contamination and 
potential “exposure pathways”: breathing, eating, or skin 
contact with contaminated air or soils .

• W hat level of a toxic substance might cause harm to 
people.

• W hether working or living near a hazardous waste site 
might affect people’s health.

Source: https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/PHA/Product.aspx

https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/PHA/Product.aspx


Emergency Res pons e (ER)

• ATSDR Emergency Response Teams are 
available 24 hours a day. They are comprised 
of toxicologists, physicians, and other 
scientists available to assist during an 
emergency involving hazardous substances in 
the environment.

• CDC's Emergency Operations Center at (770) 
488-7100

• Ask for ATSDR Duty Officer

Source: https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/emergency-response/resources/index.html

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/emergency-response/resources/index.html
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ATSDR’s  public health partners  in ER
For a significant ER event with community exposures, ATSDR 
(Region & Headquarters) bring together a team of public health 
experts to advise EPA and the public: 
• Tribal, State, County, and City Health Departments
• America’s Poison Centers (PCs)

o PCs provide expert advice and maintain the National Poison Data System® 
(NPDS), the nation’s only near real-time poisoning data surveillance system

o ATSDR R5 is  in contact directly with the state PCs in our region
• Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Units (PEHSU)

o Network of clinicians who offer consultations on environmental exposures 
and referrals  for evaluation and necessary services for pediatric patients 
and expectant parents

o ATSDR R5 collaborates w ith the PEHSU in Chicago and their partners



How ATSDR works  with health 
partners  in ER events

W e notify them so they are prepared for public 
inquiries, e.g.:

• Landfill fire, Rice County, MN, May 2023; for 
awareness of smoke & odors

W e may ask them for technical guidance, e.g.: 

• Anhydrous ammonia tanker crash, Teutopolis, IL, 
October 2023: ATSDR & IDPH consulted with 
PC on decontamination methods for residences

W e may refer children and expectant parents with 
specific medical concerns to PEHSUs, especially in 
events with mercury poisoning.

https://www.npr.org/2023/09/30/1202851799/a-semitruck-crash-in-central-illinois-has-caused-a-deadly-ammonia-leak
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How ATSDR works  with PCs

W e ask PCs about calls from the 
public & hospital admissions, e.g.: 
• Styrene tank leak, Cleves, OH in September 2024. 

PC reported on how many calls they received, 
reported symptoms, and how many people 
presented to an emergency department (ED) 

• Industrial fire with potential cyanide release, RCO 
facility (photo), Roseville, MI, April 2025. The PC 
put out a notification to local clinicians. They did 
not receive calls from the public, but were advised 
of a person with no direct exposure who 
presented to ED with symptoms

https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/probe-of-fire-at-industrial-plant-in-roseville-underway/
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ATSDR’s  medical management 
guidelines  (MMGs ) us ed by health 
partners

• MMGs are developed by ATSDR to aid ED 
physicians and other emergency healthcare 
professionals who manage acute exposures 
resulting from chemical incidents. 

• MMGs are intended to aid healthcare 
professionals to effectively decontaminate 
patients, protect themselves and others from 
contamination, communicate with other 
involved personnel, efficiently transport 
patients to a medical facility, and provide 
competent medical evaluation and treatment 
to exposed persons.

https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/MMG/MMGDetails.aspx?mmgid=7&toxid=2
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ATSDR/partner s upport to EPA and 
the public
• Asphalt release at Chicago Sanitary & Ship 

Canal, Forest View, IL, May 2025: ATSDR 
worked with IDPH to provide comments on 
EPA air monitoring plan, including methods & 
minimal risk levels (MRLs)

• Industrial air release in Mason County, W V, 
near Gallia County, Ohio, August 2025: 
ATSDR R5 & R3 provided MRLs for 
dimethylphenols and support on messaging to 
the public about odors 

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/minimal-risk-levels/about/index.html
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Public health s upport on 
My Way Trading plas tics  fire

• W arehouse fire, Richmond, IN, April 2023

• ATSDR provided EPA with MRLs for air 
contaminants

• PC offered technical support to local clinicians

• ATSDR, PC, and W ayne County health 
department gave input to City of Richmond on 
public FAQs about the event, health concerns, 
and clean-up 

https://www.richmondindiana.gov/news/warehouse-fire-information

https://www.richmondindiana.gov/news/warehouse-fire-information
https://www.richmondindiana.gov/news/warehouse-fire-information
https://www.richmondindiana.gov/news/warehouse-fire-information
https://www.richmondindiana.gov/news/warehouse-fire-information
https://www.richmondindiana.gov/news/warehouse-fire-information


Public health s upport on McArthur, 
OH, nitric acid releas e
• Nitric acid release, June 2025

• ATSDR, Ohio PC, and Ohio Department of 
Health worked together to provide critical 
information for residents and clinicians about a 
potential nitric acid health effects 

• The PC published event-specific fact sheets 
for the public and for clinicians



For more information, contact CDC/ATSDR
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348  https://www.cdc.gov/  |  https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/
Follow us on Twitter @CDCEnvironment

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily represent the official position of the U. S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention or the Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry.

Ques tions?

Dr. Motria Caudill cell 312-257-4853 or LDU1@cdc.gov. 

https://www.cdc.gov/
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mailto:ldu1@cdc.gov
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