
USCG D9 Updates
RRT 5 FALL MEETING – OCTOBER 2021

• Great Lakes National Center of 
Expertise (GL NCOE)

• Environmental Sensitivity Index 
(ESI) Maps – new for St. Marys & 
St. Lawrence River

• Research & Development updates

• Low-cost remotely operated vehicle 
(ROV-LC) program

• Endangered Species Act Biological 
Evaluation (ESA BE) for Region 5



Center of Expertise for Great Lakes Oil Spill 
Preparedness & Response (GL NCOE)

ESTABLISHMENT UPDATE

Frank E. LoBiondo 2018 Coast Guard Authorization Act  

• Directed establishment of GL NCOE, established functions & 
location criteria, provided initial funding

• Purpose is to assess technologies, identify gaps, conduct R & D, 
educate & train, standardize Great Lakes techniques 

• Homeland Security Operations and Analysis Center (HSOAC) 
establishment plan study & site visits completed

• Final site selection and staffing discussions currently in 
progress.  Expect decision and notifications by end of CY 2021



Two ESI Updates Completed



Nov 8-21 CRREL



May 2022

Oct 25-28 CRREL







Low-cost Remotely Operated Vehicles
• CG ALCOAST 338/20 authorized low-cost remotely operated 

vehicles (ROV-LC) for Coast Guard units

• D9/GL NCOE funding used to procure Deep Trekker ROV-
LC for D9, sectors, MSU/MSD, cutters

• Optical camera, depth to approximately 225’

• For sub-surface discharge source detection, contaminant 
tracking, impacts assessment, vessel damage assessment

• Conducting initial training Q1 FY2022



Endangered Species Act (ESA) BE

December 2021



Questions?

Jerome A. Popiel
Incident Management & Preparedness Advisor

Ninth Coast Guard District (drm)
AJC Federal Building - Room 2083J

1240  E. 9th Street Cleveland, OH  44199
+1-216-214-4325 mobile +1-216-902-6112 desk

jerome.a.popiel@uscg.mil
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