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RRT5 Science and Technology Subcommittee 
Fall 2024 Report Out

Chairs: LCDR Chris Duffy, SSC NOAA, ssc.greatlakes@noaa.gov
Faith Fitzpatrick, USGS, fafitzpa@usgs.gov



Great Lakes Center of Excellence (Kit Pace, Allie Snider )
• Cycling with new proposals and projects continues with 

funding at $1.5 million and cap of $250K per project, call for 
proposals each March. This year a science component was 
added. 2025 projects announced soon.

• Great Lakes Trajectory Analysis Planner (TAP) – web application 
version of GNOME designed for multiple runs for Area 
Contingency Plans – see Chris Duffyfor more questions 
https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/TAP-
fact-sheet-2023.pdf

• Great Lakes wave tank and storage infrastructure – new 
construction of facility to house the wave tank – LSSU

• Unit Website
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/GLCOE
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Coast Guard Research and Development Updates 
(Scott Binko)

• Emerging Pollution Response Technology (mechanical recovery and dielectric fluids) –
evaluation of findings report Aug 2024

• Hazardous substances pollution risk – working on GIS layer for sensors/monitoring, focused 
in New Orleans Captain of the Port Zones – Sept 2024

• Enhance understanding of fire protection and safety measures for alternative energy in the 
maritime environment – Li battery fire and safety Nov 2024

• Nearshore and inland evaluation of the estimated recovery system potential (ERSP) 
calculator – prototype user guide Sep 2024

• Environment and Waterways Branch Support – maintain competency/knowledge, provide 
rapid response, and external liaison – ongoing 3



US EPA updates (Jon Gulch, Barbi Lee)

• Hazardous Substances Spill Planning -- Region 5 assisting other regions in 
State Mapping Projects. Mapping base that Region 5 already has is an 
advantage for spinning up a future public facing spill plan tool, including 
something like ICWater or StreamstatsTOT. 

• Note to cover bioremediation study at next meeting
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DOI Inland Oil Spill Preparedness Program (IOSPP)—John Nelson and 
Faith Fitzpatrick

• 2024 USGS Projects
• Surface velocity mapping with fixed wing – AK
• Streamstats TOT update with machine learning and gaging station velocity data

• FY25 preproposals have been submitted and under review. 

• Looking into having a webinar series of USGS tools developed for the IOSPP over 
the last 10 years (anniversary of program)

Multi-partner Research Initiative/LSSU -- Note to cover update of OPI-OWN at spring 
meeting

5
September 2023 USGS FluOil Training hosted by the National Park Service at The Acreage at Osceola
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For more info contact the chairs or contributors to the slides: 
LCDR Chris Duffy, NOAA, ssc.greatlakes@noaa.gov
Faith Fitzpatrick, USGS, fafitzpa@usgs.gov

Add’l items?
Questions/Feedback
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