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WEST SHORE PIPE LINEWEST SHORE PIPE LINE

� Incident occurred on August 27th, 2012.

� Location: Highway 83 and 86th Street, Palos 

Heights, Illinois.

�� Pipeline break resulted in a spill of 1000 bbls

of Jet A fuel.

� Material reached a nearby creek and then the 

Cal Sag canal.

� Primary Responder was notified at 5:00am 

and arrived on scene at 6:00am



WEST SHORE PIPELINEWEST SHORE PIPELINE

� The Unified command was formed.

� The Incident Action Plan was prepared and 

implemented on the daily basis.

�� All cleanup activities were completed by 

October 1st, 2012

� Restoration of the site will be completed by 

the end of October.

� Oversight of the long term remediation will 

be  handled by the Illinois EPA.







SITE & SURROUNDING AREA SITE & SURROUNDING AREA 

PROPERTIES FEATURESPROPERTIES FEATURES





IEPA SITE INVESTIGATION IEPA SITE INVESTIGATION 

DETAILSDETAILS
� December 2008: Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) received a 

complaint regarding a release of oil into Barney’s Lake.  

� IEPA investigated the complaint and determined that fuel oil was 
percolating from farm drain tile lines in the area and entering the lake.  

� IEPA placed oil absorbent booms in the lake to contain the fuel oil. 

� May - August 2009: IEPA conducted a site investigation that included off-site � May - August 2009: IEPA conducted a site investigation that included off-site 
subsurface screening of soil, collection of on- and off-site water samples, and 
a farm drain tile investigation. 

� The site investigation confirmed that the contaminant of concern is diesel 
fuel and that the diesel fuel is traveling through a system of farm drain 
tiles in the area.  

� Diesel fuel is present in both the eastern and western lakes.

� April 2010: IEPA requested assistance from U.S. EPA Emergency Response 
Branch (ERB).



August 27, 2012August 27, 2012

Day one of response, crews begin clearing soil from broken section of pipe.



August 28, 2012August 28, 2012

Close up of pipe break



August 28, 2012August 28, 2012

Excavation of contaminated soil under way



August 28, 2012August 28, 2012

Boat crews maintaining hard and absorbent boom in Cal-Sag Channel



August 31, 2012August 31, 2012

Absorbent boom placed in excavated ditches in case of rain event



August 31, 2012August 31, 2012

New section of pipe in place



August 31, 2012August 31, 2012

Underflow dam constructed to prevent contaminant migration to Cal-Sag 

Channel in case of rain event



September 1, 2012September 1, 2012

Culvert removed from under access road in order to excavate contaminated 

soil



September 1, 2012September 1, 2012

Old culvert being removed from under access road; replaced with new 

culvert



September 7, 2012September 7, 2012

Large excavation pit north of pipeline



September 21, 2012September 21, 2012

Crews backfilling over new pipe



October 8, 2010October 8, 2010

Backfilled areas reseeded and landscape material installed



October 8, 2010October 8, 2010

Drainage ditches filled with rip rap



October 8, 2010October 8, 2010

Drainage ditches filled with rip rap




